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Circular No. (47) of 2020 AD
To:
Excellences, All Port Directors-General
M/s. All Maritime Agents
M/s. All operating companies operating in ports
Subject: Precautionary guidelines for dealing with ships during maritime pilotage operations
and the crews of marine units at the Saudi Ports Authority
Purpose: Demonstrating the mechanism of dealing with ships during maritime pilotage
operations, as well as the crews of marine units of the Saudi Ports Authority, to protect them
from the spread of the new Coronavirus (COVID-19)
With reference to the preventive precautionary measures taken by the Saudi Ports Authority to
limit the outbreak of the new Coronavirus (COVID-19), in addition to the previous procedures that
were circulated to you in this regard, and the desire to reduce the impact of potential risks, God
forbid, while guiding ships coming to Saudi ports, as well as the crews of the marine units of the
Saudi Ports Authority, to protect them from the outbreak of the new Coronavirus (COVID-19), the
Saudi Ports Authority decided to apply the necessary procedures to all ships, while holding the
ship master, as well as the operators of marine units at ports and personnel responsible for such
application, after completing all the health procedures followed to receive commercial ships and
ships coming for the purpose of supply, ensuring that there is no suspicion of infection for the
crew and obtaining the approvals of the health authorities in the port, which are as follows:
First: Precautionary preventive measures for commercial ships in Saudi ports before the
boarding of maritime pilots:
1. Sterilizing the pilot ladder or the stairs that will be used not less than two hours before the
pilot boards the ship.
2. Obliging the ship's crew to wear masks and gloves during the period of the maritime pilot
boarding the ship, as well as the officer in charge of receiving the maritime pilot from the
boarding point.
3. Sterilizing all passages upon the boarding of the pilot according to the following:
o In the event that the pilot goes up to the wheelhouse from inside the ship (trying
as much as possible to move in fully-ventilated corridors, evacuating people,
securing a private passage, and sterilizing the electric elevator in the case of ships
with an elevator, and if the maritime pilot uses it, only one person will be allowed
in the elevator).

No. 1/60/20039, Date: 07/09/1441, Number of Attachments: None, Pages 2-6
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

o

4.
5.

6.
7.

8.
9.

In the event that the pilot goes up to the wheelhouse from outside the ship through
the external stairs (closing the windows of the living rooms and the doors of the
corridors leading to the deck and securing a private passage).
Sterilizing those surfaces and equipment in the wheelhouse and the rest of the ship, which
are expected to be used by the maritime pilot.
The windows and doors of the wheelhouse must be kept open at all times, and the
ventilation system of the ship must be operated until the end of the ship berthing or
departure.
Closing all exterior doors and windows on the corridors leading to the wheelhouse (the
pilot's track on board the ship).
Keeping a safe distance, as much as possible, between the ship’s crew and the maritime
pilot, that is not less than 1.5 meters in all locations, from the pilot boarding until his
departure from the ship.
The minimum number of crew members should be kept in the wheelhouse (only the
persons needed for maneuver).
Avoiding the exchange of paper documents between the pilot and the master, or signing
on any documents.

Second: Precautionary preventive measures for commercial ships in Saudi ports for
maritime inspection:
1. Conducting external inspection of the ship hull.
2. It is sufficient to send certificates, documents, and ship records to the inspector's e-mail
to verify them and complete the necessary procedures regarding them.
3. Not to enter the accommodation cabins and narrow corridors on board the ship.
4. Conducting experiments, checking the ship’s equipment and devices, and ensuring that
they are operational by the ship’s master or the officer in charge of the shift.
5. Sending inspection reports to the ship master by e-mail.
6. All commercial ships must develop a written plan to manage the spread of the virus on the
ship, God forbid, as well as the marine units operating in the ports, and all seafarers on
board ships and marine units must be fully aware of the outbreak management plan and
implement it as required.
Third: Precautionary preventive measures for marine units operating in Saudi ports
(a) Before boarding the marine units:
1. Crew members of the marine units of the Saudi Ports Authority who have no symptoms
can be allowed to board, and basic infection control practices must be applied to the crew
members.
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2. Applying pre-boarding assessment of all crew members, including temperature checks.
3. Not to allow any individual suspected of having an acute respiratory infection to board
marine units.
4. For each voyage, fixed personal protective equipment (PPE) is required on board marine
units, which is as follows:
- Medical masks
- Non-sterile gloves
- Hand sanitizers
- Yellow waste bags (biological waste)
(b) During operations of marine units:
1. Crew members should be monitored for symptoms of suspected (COVID-19).
2. Up to (a temperature of 38 °C or higher, or feverish to the touch) and one or more of the
following signs or symptoms: Difficulty breathing, or coughing.
3. If a crew member feels ill, the following measures must be taken immediately:
- The patient must be isolated from other members of the crew and no contact is
permitted with others.
- Using of a medical mask by the patient, as well as by all crew members.
- Everyone should wash hands in the correct way.
- The places used by the patient must be sterilized with disinfectants recommended by
the Ministry of Health.
- Health authorities at the port must be notified of the crew's condition.
- Using the yellow waste bag (biological waste bag) to dispose of used tissues, vomit
bag/bags and other contaminated materials.
4. Ensuring that a distance of no less than 1.5 meters is kept between the crew members
during the operations of marine units.
(c) After completion of the operations of marine units:
1. Not allowing the patient to be taken down until the medical team evaluates the condition
of the crew members.
2. Those who dealt with the patient are not allowed to return to work unless allowed by the
medical team.
3. Providing the medical team with a list of all crew members to track contact, if necessary.
4. Disinfecting the patient isolation area and bathroom with a high-quality disinfectant
(commercial products in compliance with instructions). Cleaning personnel should use
personal protective equipment, including heavy gloves.
5. Depending on the patients' condition, the crew may undergo an additional examination
and testing, and if COVID-19 is diagnosed, the crew will need to be quarantined for a
period of 14 days in a specific facility, in coordination with the health authorities.
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Fourth: Precautionary measures for personnel working in Saudi ports, including pilots,
inspectors, and crew of marine units:
1-

12345-

Practicing routine hand-washing (gloves do not replace proper hand-washing).
Using alcohol-based sanitizer after removing personal protective equipment.
Wearing the recommended personal protective equipment when dealing with patients.
Avoiding touching the mouth, eyes, and nose with unwashed hands or gloves.
After use, personal protective equipment must be removed carefully to avoid
contaminating your skin or clothes, and the dirty items must be placed in a biological waste
bag.
6- Cleaning and disinfection of contaminated areas.
7- Keeping a safe distance of at least one and a half meters when dealing and
communicating with the ship master or the crew.
Fifth: Precautionary preventive measures for crews of commercial ships and workers
engaged in operational work of loading and unloading at ports:
1.

1. Making sure to wear medical masks and gloves, and to keep safe distances of at least 1.5
meters between individuals.
2. Making sure that the communication between ship crews and workers specialized in the
operational work of loading and unloading at ports is only through wireless devices,
without approaching or direct communication.
For approval and the taking of the necessary procedures for implementation, each within its own
competence.
Vice President for Policies and Legislation
[signature]
Abdulrhman Abdullah Alghamdi

